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We don’t just ski!

President’s Message
by Kevin Reigstad
Aren’t we all experts?
As Patty and I sat on the couch watching the winter Olympics in
PyeongChang, South Korea, we frequently offered ‘expert’ advice to the
athletes: Shoot the puck! Don’t miss the One-Two grab on that Frontside
Rodeo! Be aggressive on your Downhill line, Lindsey, if you want to win
gold! And we weren’t the only ones to say it. Bode Miller (in his role as an
Olympic commentator) said Lindsey Vonn wasn’t being aggressive, instead
relying on aerodynamics. Lindsey herself described it: “Maybe I just was a
little bit too clean…maybe I should have let the skis run a little bit
more…[but] I laid it all on the line…” (The Guardian, Bryan, Graham, 20 Feb
2018). These racers are all superstars, where being aggressive either pushes
you up the leaderboard to greatness, or causes you to slide out of the course.
We don’t award Olympic medals, but pushing the limits of our perceived
capabilities can be thrilling, too.
I’m not an expert skier, but I keep trying. When I joined the Club over eight years ago, I was a
three-time-a-year skier, maybe. Never had a lesson. Form, not so good. I started getting better by pushing my
comfort zone, pulled along by following better skiers who were also good mentors, always encouraging me. I
knew my limits then, and I still do today. They just keep changing. The tree runs seem to have more trees in
them, the pitch seems to be getting steeper, the snow is getting deeper…pow! Writing this from the Doubletree
in Bend, Oregon from our Mt. Bachelor trip, I know I will never be skiing off cornices like that in Chute 3, or
keep up with our best/fastest skiers, and that’s okay. I do put on a nice clown show in the snow once a day to
keep the blood flowing. Pictures prove it.
Our Club is great for skiers of all abilities. If you’re a new member and you don’t know who you can ski with,
ask me or the trip leader. We’ll connect you with a good ski buddy or ski with you ourselves. We want you to
have fun, and maybe, at the end of the day, you’ll surprise yourself for what you’ve done.

