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We don’t just ski!

President’s Message
As the ski season starts slipping away there remains one place left in New England
where die hard skiers/boarders can go well into the summer to get the adrenaline rush
they’re looking for. I’m talking about Tuckerman’s Ravine which was first skied in 1914
and is still a destination to check off your bucket list. Skiing the headwall at 55 degrees
is certainly a challenge but it also comes with crevasses, falling ice chunks, rocks and
cliffs. There are other less challenging runs but it does require about a three hour hike
to get in and climb up for your run which is exciting but only lasts a quick minute or
two.
Tuckerman’s became popular in the 1930’s when the famous “Inferno” races started.
The course started up in the snow fields on Mount Washington down over the headwall all the way down to the
road. The first two years had the skiers stopping at the headwall to pick their way down but in 1939 a young
Austrian skier named Toni Matt was unfamiliar with the course and went off the headwall at speed dropping
way down into the bowl and cut the finish time almost in half. He became an instant legend and that was the
last Inferno race as it was unsafe to duplicate his run.
To honor the old race a new race called “Son of the Inferno” was born in 2000 but you now need to run, kayak,
bike, hike and then ski a giant slalom course in Tuckerman’s Ravine. You can enter as an individual or as a
team and the money raised helps the Friends of Tuckerman’s group whose mission is to protect and maintain
Tuckerman Ravine and the surrounding area. This year’s race is on April 8th and I believe the ski club has a
participant whose story I’ll get to tell at the next meeting. Even if you don’t ski Tuckerman’s it’s worth hiking in
to watch on a nice sunny day in late April or May. Bring lunch, an adult beverage and sunscreen as the
reflected sun is brutal.
Congratulations to all the newly elected officers and board members as they will do a great job leading the club
for the next two years!
Think Snow!
Jim

